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DNA Update 
by James Edgar (jamesedgar@sasktel.net) 

 
We have no outstanding DNA tests. I reported last month that we were 
awaiting the results of Andrew Nicol Logan Edgar of Penhurst Fields, 
Battle, England; Peter George Edgar of Issaquah, Washington, USA; 
and William Murray Edgar of Fenelon Falls, Ontario, Canada, and now 
we have them. Since then, we have had a new test received and 

processed for Christopher Andrew Edgar of Bury St. Edmonds, Suffolk, England. 
 
Here is what we know about these four: 
 
Andrew Edgar – if you were to read back a couple of issues, you’d see that we “discovered” 
Andrew by tracing his relative, Patrick Logan Edgar, who is buried in a well-marked grave in 
Werribee Park, Australia. It was mention of him in an email that sparked our interest, and we 
traced him back to his earlier ancestors and then forward to a living relative – Andrew, whose 
full name is given above. When you think of it, finding him wasn’t the hard part – that “Logan” 
name was a giveaway! Andrew is in Haplogroup R1b, and his ancestry traces back to 
Berwickshire, to a Richard Edgar of Wedderlie, probably born in the late 1400s/early 1500s. 
That Richard’s 6th great-grandson was the Rev. John Edgar, who served the Hutton Parish 
Church for many years. Beginning with him, we have a detailed tree with confirmed birth, 
marriage, and death dates. And, armed with that information, we were able to trace down to 
Andrew N.L. Edgar, the Rev. John’s great, great grandson. 
 
Now, looking at the MRCA column in this first comparison chart, you can see why Debra 
Dunbar gets so excited about this particular branch of the Edgars – they’re a close match to 
her Dunbars. And, if you follow the ancient history of the Dunbars, it was Cospatrick II, the 
2nd Earl of Dunbar, who named a son Edgar, and it is from him that the R1b Edgars are 
descended. We’ve had Dunbar matches show up often enough that it’s no longer doubtful that 
there’s a connection – it’s certainly more than coincidental! 
 
It is also no surprise that others who trace their families to Berwickshire are also related to 
Andrew’s family: Harry of Edinburgh, Bill “the Pilot” of Dundee, and Ray Croxford of Capetown, 
all trace ancestry to or around Wedderlie. Colin in Belfast, Jim in Glasgow and Bill in 
Edinburgh don’t have trees that go far enough back to reach Wedderlie, but the DNA results tell 
us that the connections are there. 
 
Interestingly, David Leslie Edgar of Guildford doesn’t show as related to Andrew! Perhaps the 
relationship goes back further than 30 generations, which is the cutoff for the comparison 
analysis. David traces his family back to the late 1600s in Duns, Berwickshire. 
 
Here are the comparison results for Andrew, with the Most Recent Common Ancestor 
prediction given under the MRCA column. I’ve deliberately blurred the actual values; they aren’t 
important for our understanding here. 
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~-~-~-~ 
Moving on to Peter Edgar of Issiquah, Washington – He’s related to another whom we 
previously had tested, Robert Irwin Edgar of Oregon, and they have a mutual cousin, Diane 
Craig of California, who is following this with interest. I located Peter on Facebook at 
Christmastime last year and suggested that he have his DNA tested. Only after the kit was on 
its way to the lab did we realize that his test was unnecessary, since Robert already had been 
tested. Nonetheless, it was good test of the system and the MRCA prediction algorithm. As you 
can see below, Peter is also an R1b, but unrelated to the group above. 
 
Robert I. and Peter are 3rd cousins, according to the trees they supplied, tracing back to Kier, 
Dumfriesshire, Scotland in about 1710. Peter and Diane Craig are first cousins. David Leslie 
of Guildford does show a close connection to Peter, so perhaps we have to dig a little deeper to 
find that relationship. The others on the chart below are Colin Edgar of Belfast, Keith Edgar of 
Omagh, Northern Ireland, Robert Charles Edgar (haven’t heard from him since 2009), and 
Mike Edgar of South Africa. 

 
~-~-~-~ 

 
Then we come to Murray Edgar of Fenelon Falls, Ontario. I can still hear the disappointment in 
his voice when he found out that he wasn’t related to anyone in our group! Murray came asking 
for assistance in getting his DNA tested, and we were only to pleased to help out. Here are his 
results – a big fat zero in the MRCA column! He’s another R1b. 
 

 
 
  



Now, here comes the interesting part with Murray – he supplied us with some of his tree, and 
Jodie filled in further details. Some of his earlier ancestors stem from Alston, Cumberland, 
England – we have details back to William Edgar who was married to Jane Armstrong, and 
who died in 1752. William’s great grandson married in Alston in 1809. Now, Alston isn’t a large 
place; even today, it’s little more than a T intersection of roads A686 and A689. 
 
Our son’s wife, Heidi Edgar, is an archaeologist in Florida; some of her colleagues were asked 
to travel to Vicksburg, Mississippi, which is the location of the earliest military cemetery in the 
U.S. – Vicksburg National Military Park (www.nps.gov/vick/index.htm). The cemetery has been 
closed to burials for many years, unless prior arrangements were made before this closure in 
the 1960s. Well, a couple of weeks ago, such a funeral was to be held, but during the grave 

digging, the bones of an unknown 
person were found already buried in the 
plot. Thus, the Florida archaeologists 
were called in to help determine the 
provenance of the bones. 
 
Heidi’s part in this story is she was 
interested in who was buried there, was 
looking down the list of names, and 
came across one Joseph Edgar!  
 

 
Here is what Heidi saw:  
 

 
You can view some of the park history and check out the grave roster at these sites. 
www.nps.gov/vick/index.htm 
www.nps.gov/vick/historyculture/inter-e.htm 
 
Heidi tipped us (Jodie and me) off and Mrs. Poirot (Jodie) started snooping. Where did this 
Joseph come from? Who were his parents? Where did they come from?? The more she dug, 
the more interesting it became. Joseph’s three older brothers were born in England, while 
Joseph and his younger brother Thomas were born in Illinois. They were living in Iowa when 
the war began. According to three public trees posted on Ancestry.com, the parents were 
married in Alston, Cumberland, England!! Now, is this serendipity, or what? We believe we may 
have found Murray some cousins, but more research is required to find the connections, if they 
indeed exist. It would be grand to find a living Edgar who was descended from one of Joseph’s 
surviving brothers, one who could supply DNA for a test. 

~-~-~-~ 
Finally, we come to Christopher Andrew Edgar of Bury St. Edmonds, another of those I found 
on Facebook. We have been seeking a male Edgar from Suffolk who is descended from the 
very old Edgar family, which dates from the 1200s. We already have Tony Edgar of Chilliwack, 
B.C., Canada. He is one of those, but, for now, he’s a “one of” – there are no others that we can 
find right now. When I found Chris, I thought I had snagged one of those we were seeking. 
Alas, after a little investigating, we found that Chris is “only” a second-generation Suffolk 
resident, not originally from there. 
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That’s hardly a reason to not carry through with a test, though, so we did – carry through, that 
is. We got his results on June 23. He’s in Haplogroup I2b1, and we found a tremendous load of 
new cousins – Chris is related to nearly everyone in that group! 
 
Have a look at the chart: 
 

 
Through discussions with Chris and his uncle Don, plus with data from an online tree posted 
on Ancestry.com by sisters Helen Broadhead and Sarah Edgar Kelly, Don’s nieces, and 
Chris’s cousins, we have a tree going back for seven generations to a Thomas Edgar born 
about 1770 in Northumberland, England. We don’t have a connection to any of the others on 
our group yet, but it’s obvious that they are there. We’ve got people from the entire gamut of our 
testing – Alfred in Argentina; Philip in Michigan; Corey in Toronto; Jim in Kyle, Saskatchewan; 
John in B.C.; Mike in Moneyreagh of Carryduff Farm, Northern Ireland. The list goes on and 
on, down to Desmond in South Africa. We’d have to go much further back in time to find the 
source of the Ireland connections, since they likely came from Scotland to start with. 
 
We’ll keep searching for a firm connection and will advise you when something is found. 
  



Now, changing directions, we have this contribution from Robin Hagedorn of Adelaide, 
Australia.  
 
PLANNING A GENEALOGY TRIP 
 
A genealogy trip sounds like a good idea, but it means a lot of hard preparation work. To be 
successful, preparation is a key requirement. 
 
First, take a look at your family tree and decide who you want to concentrate on. If your family 
all came from the same area, then you have it easier than some of us whose families are 
scattered between Ireland, Scotland, England, and Australia; not even thinking of a husband 
whose family comes from Germany, Poland, and Russia. 
 
As most of us in the Edgar research group have ancestors from the United Kingdom area, I will 
concentrate on this. Get a map of your area, be it just England or the whole of the UK, and plot 
where your family lived; this gives you an idea of the placement of each relevant town, village, 
or city. From the map, it will be then possible to plan which airport is the closest to where you 
want to be. At this stage, you may like to think about sightseeing – do you want to include 
things you have always wanted to visit or experience, gardens, castles, concerts, etc? If you are 
travelling alone, you can make your own list. But, what if your partner is travelling with you? Get 
them to think about what they want to do. My own husband loves model trains, so if I travel with 
him, I have to find out where the swapmeets and exhibitions are being held and when. 
 
So, you have decided where and when you want to go. Do you need to fly to your destination, 
how will you get around, rent a car, go by train or bus, or, if your time is limited, fly around? The 
UK has numerous regional airports, so sometimes it is quite efficient to fly to them; for example, 
from Edinburgh to Southampton instead of London. It is then a matter of costing, unless you 
leave this all up to your local travel agent, of course. Remember, though, their job is to sell you 
the most tickets at the highest prices, so you need to have a pretty good idea what the prices 
are in advance. This is what the Internet is all about. 
 
Don’t be afraid of booking this all yourself over the Internet. You can do it – I did, so you can 
too. I tried only to book through a travel agent for the major flights from Australia, because the 
Internet flight planners think Adelaide is a woman’s name and not a place in Australia. 

 
You have done the bookings and the routing – what 
next? Now comes the nitty gritty. Packing, and I 
don’t just mean your clothing. What do you need to 
take with you for your research? Family tree, 
obviously, but in what form? Hard copy on paper? 
Are you taking your laptop with your family tree on 
it? Does it work in the country you are visiting; do 
they have the same voltage; do you need adaptors, 
chargers, and cables? Not much use getting to 
London and realizing you can’t plug your computer 

in or recharge your mobile phone because the plug doesn’t fit. You will need a notebook and 
pen and pencils (at most archives and record offices, using fountain pens or ballpoints is not 
allowed). Sitting next to a microfiche reader with a computer is a bit cumbersome, although 
some people do prefer that. You might also consider taking a flash drive with you if you want to 
download something on a database. If you are lucky enough, like I was in Galway, the family 
history centre will have things computerized and allow you to download the details; this saves 
them paper and ink, etc. for printing. 
 



A big thing to think about is identification. You have your passport and it has your picture in it, 
but not your address. Okay, you have your driver’s licence, check it out, does it include your 
address? Most archives or record offices in the UK want you to have a Reader’s Ticket, and 
they won’t necessarily recognize one from another area. I had to get a new Reader’s Ticket in 
Edinburgh; then I went to The National Archives at 
Kew and they didn’t recognize it, even though it had 
my picture on it. I was forced to wait 45 minutes in a 
queue just to get this silly ticket. So, if your passport 
doesn’t have your address on it and you don’t have a 
driver’s licence, you need something that appears 
official with your name and address and possibly 
birth date emblazoned on it. Otherwise, you will 
waste your valuable time. Some archives, such as 
the one in Edinburgh, require you to provide a 
photograph, in duplicate of course! In Kew, they do 
the photographing themselves, which wastes your 
time again. 
 
You must also think about opening times; check the Web site of each archive or family history 
group you may want to visit, and check out their opening times and periods of closure. Some 
Archives do not open on the weekend, some open on Saturday but then not on Monday. Check 
this when you are planning and then again before you leave; things change, and what was valid 
six months ago may now be different due to unforeseen circumstances, fire, flood, war, 
anything. Most family history or archives Web sites now include a catalogue. Do a search to 
see if they have the records for the place you want and the period of time you want. Not much 
good going to Bury St. Edmunds when the records for the area you want are at Ipswich, Suffolk. 
Possibly not much trouble if you are motorized, but a big nightmare if you need to rely on public 
transport. If the Web site does not have a catalogue, email them or send them a short letter with 
precise details of the name you are researching, the time frame, and the place. Don’t make it 
long-winded, because they don’t have time to be bothered searching through your letter to find 
out what you really want. 
 
When you decide how long you wish to be away, allow as much time as you can possibly afford 
and plan in taking rest days. A few days here and there to just do nothing, or to just sit in a local 
park or art gallery, if it is raining, gives you time to recover from rushing here, there, and 
everywhere. This time can be used also to type up your notes, if you have your computer with 
you. Remember that getting to and from places takes time – you may have to allow a day to get 
from point A to point B; you might get stuck in traffic; a 2-hour trip might take 4 hours; the train 
may be delayed or cancelled, or the wonderful Scottish signalmen might decide to strike again, 
and you have to rush around trying to find an appropriate bus service in the pouring rain. 
 
A word about accommodation: try to be as near as possible to the place you wish to visit, be it 
the archives, or record office, or family history society. It is possible to stay in London and take 
the train out to various places in the surrounding counties. I went to Ipswich in Suffolk and back 
on the one day, but it was a rushed affair mainly because the Record Office is a long way from 
the railway station. To get to Bury St. Edmunds, you have to get to Cambridge and change 
trains to a regional line. If you want to get from London to Dumfries in Scotland, you may have 
to change trains at Carlisle, or go from London to Edinburgh, then change trains. Travelling by 
train is a really good experience because you are touring the countryside at the same time; 
however, each change made takes your valuable research time. 
 
If you do decide to make London or Edinburgh your hub, and it is the British University 
Semester break, I recommend you check out the University Halls of Residence, which are often 



open to travellers whilst students are on holidays. These are a great deal, but they are basic, no 
flash bedrooms, but often they have kitchenettes available and many now have Wi-Fi and 
Internet access, as well. They book out well in advance, so check them out early. Keep luggage 
to a minimum – you may have to take it up steep old-fashioned stairs, or hoist it up onto an 
overhead locker in a plane or train. The UK is not the Sahara! Anything you need, you can buy 
or rent, or possibly exchange, if it is a book. 
 
AT THE ARCHIVES OR RECORD OFFICE 
Arrive at the Archives as near as possible to the opening time. Check in at the main desk with 
your Reader’s Card or identification handy. At most offices, you will not be allowed to take your 
belongings with you and they will need to be stored in lockers. You will need a clear plastic bag, 
which you will be allowed to take in with you; this should contain your valuables, pencils, 
notebook, flash drive, some coins for scans or printing, etc.  
 
Some offices have a lunchroom, where you can eat your sandwiches and make a cup of tea or 
coffee. Often, this is the place where you can strike up a conversation with fellow researchers, 
because generally no talking is tolerated in the research room. (You may hear a loud “YES” 
from researchers from time to time, when they are so excited they can’t contain themselves.) 
 
Ask the Archivist at the desk where to find the records you need and how they are filed – by 
parish, by year, or in alphabetical order. This is where your planning notes come in handy. Who 
are you researching, where did they live, and at what approximate time 
frame. Ask if they have any of their records digitized. Computer 
databases are much easier on the eyes than any microfiche reader. 
Most microfiche readers in the UK seem to be about 100 years old, so 
are especially hard to use and hard to read with. Each microfiche 
reader loads differently, ask the person in charge of the microfiche area 
to load it for you if you feel you may damage a microfiche. Obviously, 
they don’t want to do it for everyone, but a nicely framed request may 
get results. If you are using a microfiche and the image is impossible to 
read, check with the Archivist again if they have the record in original 
form, e.g. The Parish Register. You probably will have to convince this person that the image is 
unreadable, but nothing is like the thrill of looking at an original 18th-century parish register and 
seeing your ancestor’s name written down.  
 
Usually these registers are not held on the shelves, but are in their storage area, which may be 
onsite, or in a distant place, in which case, you will have to order them. In Edinburgh, one has 
to allow at least one to two days for them to get the records ordered. This is where the Web site 
catalogue comes in handy to check where records are held. 
 
At the Edinburgh Archives and Dublin Archives, they have a system of interviewing a new 

Reader, and they will ask what records you are looking 
for. Sometimes you will come across a really informed 
person, but don’t expect it. From my experience, the best-
informed staff were at the Dublin Library and their 
genealogy section. I have never visited PRONI in Belfast, 
so cannot comment on that. Often at these places, you 
are left to your own devices, which can be daunting – a 
new place, a new set of records, even an accent that you 
are not familiar with. The answer I think is just to get stuck 
into it. Stick to the parish area you have located, and 
don’t go off on a tangent, until you have eliminated this. 
Make a note of any person with the same surname, even 



though you don’t think this is the right family, because future research may give you a link. 
However, it is important to stay focussed, and not go into this other person’s life history. 
 
If you are looking for a burial, you may find that the records are still at the parish church. Find 
out where this church is and where they have their administrative office; it may be at the church, 
but they may have an office next to it or possibly in the nearest town. If you are fortunate 
enough to find a gravestone, lucky you, it may be the find of your life! Some gravestones list the 
death of someone not actually buried in the grave, but possibly in Australia, America, or some 
far-flung place and it is more of a memorial to them. This is often seen on Scottish graves, 
where the family have remained in contact with their relative. 
 
If you are faced with writing down a whole page of entries found on a microfiche or a computer 
database, it is worth getting a printed copy rather than taking up valuable time by physically 
writing it all down. Often one gets home and the writing is illegible anyway because of time 
constraints. I find pencil terrible to read after a few days, but most places insist on it.  
 
Look for card indexes; often these have not been transcribed or photographed, and some other 
researcher has spent their valuable time putting these together. They may include all the 
surnames that appeared in a local newspaper, or the name of everyone who had a will from the 
area. Often these newspapers don’t exist anymore, so this is the only record there is to find. 
Ask whether the office has a list of surname interests. Other people still living in the area may 
be researching your surname, and may welcome your interest in their work. It may not be 
possible to get in contact with these people on the day, so you should note their name and 
address, or email address, and contact them later. 

 
Parishes in England were very close together; if a search of the 
parish register where you believe your relatives lived proves 
negative, look for an old map of the parish and its neighbours. It is 
possible that the next parish is only around the corner, so you may 
need to branch out a little bit in your search. 
 
A word about archives in London. Although a great number of 
records are held at the National Archives in Kew, there are several 

other archives in the area. The Family Records Centre used to 
be a great place to search the General Records Office indexes, 
but this no longer exists and all of their records were sent to 
Kew. The next biggest archive is the London Metropolitan 
Archives, which has the majority of Middlesex records. However, 
they don’t have all the London City ones, which are often at the 
Guildhall Library. The Guildhall Library also has records for 
London apprentices and those made Freemen of London. As 
well, there are the Westminster Archives and the Hackney 
Archives. 
 

When you visit London or any part of Britain, don’t forget the 
Libraries. Many have local studies areas, which have copies of 
local parish registers, local newspapers, and burial records, as 
well as people who know the area in detail and can be a really 
good source of information. One of my favourites in London is 
the Southwark Local History Library (formerly known as the 
Southwark Local Studies Library), which has copies of all the 
remaining Electoral Rolls for the whole of the Southwark area, 
and which, before 1889, was listed as Surrey and not London. 



As well, it has a microfiche of burials at Nunhead Cemetery, a very, very large cemetery. It is 
not indexed, so you will have to search year by year. 
 
Good luck in your research and happy hunting. Any questions can be sent to me, Robin 
Hagedorn, at the following email address, robinhagedorn@hotmail.com, or, if you want, we 
could set up a forum on the DNA Web site. In that case, let James Edgar know. 
 

 
Picture time... 
  

Dunscore United Free Church of Scotland, site 
of the stone memorial for Jane Haining (1897 
June 6 – 1944 July 17), who was a Church of 
Scotland missionary. She worked in 
Budapest, where she was arrested by the 
Nazis in 1944. She died in the concentration 
camp at Auschwitz later that year. 
 
Steve and I visted Dunscore in May 2008. 
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Hedger 
by Steve Edgar (steven-edgar@sky.com) 
 
For a long time we have been researching my Edgar family ties back in Ireland 
and have just about completed the family tree dating back to Newry in about 
1785. This was confirmed by a DNA test on Donald in Ohio, the names and family 
histories fit. Then, out of the blue, came another DNA match. Juanita’s son, 

Norman, is a match to me in about 1650-1700 with a connection to Northern Ireland. 
 
With over 80 DNA tests done and matches for other families of Edgar and a lot of educated 
supposition, we have been able to match the DNA pretty much to the Edgar family history in 
Scotland, it all seems plausible. The more DNA tests we do, the more it looks like we are onto 
the right track. The Edgars in Scotland are all one family with DNA variances, the variances 
have come from adoption, illegitimacy or fostering. It all looks pretty much sewn up and logical. 
 
However, my family doesn’t fit in with the general sequence of DNA matches! There is 
something missing – other matches. Donald is MRCA 14, a match about 1780 or so. Norman is 
MRCA 23, a match about 1650-1700. Steve in Queensland is more than 40, match date 
unknown. Out of 80+ tests done, I only have three matches? And, one of them was initiated to 
prove that we WERE related. So in reality there are only two matching results from random 
testing – something is wrong. 
 
Generally, when you are looking for something and you can’t find it, there has to be a reason. 
Either it’s not there, or you are looking in the wrong place. Easy to state, but hard to prove!!!! 
 
DNA is wonderfully accurate – IF you have the data to match to, again this is the problem, no 
matches! Robin in Australia was looking around various Irish name sites and came across 
“HEDGER” with a variation of “HADGER.” My earliest Edgar record is George Edgar his father 
being David Eagar (was the letter “d” misread as a letter “a”?) Bear in mind the Ulster dialect, 
the dropping of the letter “H” is easily done (ask anyone who has spoken to me!), therefore 
Hedger can easily be Edgar. 
 
So, all we need to do is find some Hedgers.... 
 

Griffiths Valuation 1846 
George Hedger, Newry, Greenan Co Down 
John Hedger, Newry, Church Street 
 
NIFHSoc 
Hedger/Hadger Co Down B1756 on register of interest 
 
Ros Davies 
Nicholas Hedger, Ballykeel Dromore a will in 1791 
 
Belfast Newsletter Index 
James Hedgar, forgery of banknotes 1797 (sounds promising!) 
Mr Hedger, people assembled, beer house 1787 (getting closer!) 
Elizabeth Hedger, 1761 passenger to Portsmouth 
Capt Hedger 1755 arrived from Chichester 
 
 
Emerald Ancestors 
Samuel and Agnes Hedger 1847 Co Down 



William Hedger 1863 Tyrone 
Henry Hedger 1882 Fermanah 
From Robin in Australia 
George Hedger died 1879 in Newry, born 1814 
Mary Hedger died 1881 in Newry born 1815 
3 Hedgers in Newry on 1901 Irish census 
2 Hedgers born in Ireland on Canadian census 
 
Find My Past Ireland, thanks to Marian Morgan 
(see below) 
 
Clutching at straws? Possibly, but with nowhere else to go, pass me a straw – quickly!! 
 
The Hedgers are widespread, but not recorded in high numbers. This could well be a name 
variation that became our Edgar, and carried on somewhere else as Hedger. This could be the 
reason why we can’t find the family. Significantly, a lot of these Hedger records are pre 1800; 
the forenames fit my family and they are located in the Newry area. 
 
I have checked on Ancestry.com for DNA matches, but there are no Hedger DNA results. 
 
Any ideas?... Email me at steven-edgar@sky.com 
 
Thanks 
 

 

 
 
And, here’s more from Marian Morgan of Melbourne, Australia (mdmorgan@westnet.com.au): 
 

HEDGER  Find My Past Ireland 
 

Total records 3 for Wills in Vital records (BMDs) 
 

First 

name  

Last 

name  

County Year  Diocese  Source 

ANNE  HEDGER  
CARLOW WEXFORD 

WICKLOW  
1670  FERNS  

Philimorre & Thrift, Indexes to 

Irish Wills 1536-1858, 5 vols  

ROBERT  HEDGER  
CARLOW WEXFORD 

WICKLOW  
1670  FERNS  

Philimorre & Thrift, Indexes to 

Irish Wills 1536-1858, 5 vols  

JOHN  HADGER  
ANTRIM ARMAGH 

DOWN  
1791  DROMORE  

Philimorre & Thrift, Indexes to 

Irish Wills 1536-1858, 5 vols  
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